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THE FIRST OFFICE ACTION 

I. ly^ Tlie applicant filed a request for siibstanlive examination on Year Month Day according to Article 35 

Paragraph I of the Patent Law. The examiner has conducted a substantive examination to the above-mentioned patent 
application. 

□ According to Article 35 pai-agraph 2 of the Patent Law. Oiinese Patent office decided on its om^ti initiative to conduct a 
substantive examination to the above-mentioned patent application. 



2. La) Tlie applicant requested to take 
^ Yc 



i^ear ^^ Month II DaA^ ^^ on which an application is filed with the ^p p atent office as the priority date. 

Year Month Day on which an application is filed with the patent office as the priority date. 

Year Month Day on which an application is filed with the patent office as the priority date. 

^ The applicant has submitted the copy of the earliest application document certified by the competent authority of 
that country. 

□ According to Article 30 of the Patent Law. if the applicant has not yet submitted the copy of the earliest application 
document certified by tlie competent authority of that countiy, the declaration for Priority shall be deenied not to 
have been made. 
□This application is a PCT application. 

3. □ The applicant submitted the amended documenl(s) on Year Month Day and Year Month Day 

after examination, submitted on Year Month Day is/arc not accepted. 

submitted on Year Month Day is/are not accepted ' 

because the said amendmem(s) □ is/are not in confoimity with Article 33 of the Patent Law. 

□ is/are not in conformity with Rule 51 of the Implementing Regulations.. 
□Tlie concrete reason(s) for not accepting the amendment(s) is/are presented on the text of Office Action. 
A. ^ The examination has been conducted based on the application text as originally filed, 
n .The examination has been conducted based on the following text(s): 

page(s) of the specification. Claim(s) , and figure(s) in the original text of the application submitted 

on the filing day. 

page(s) of the specification, claim(s) , and figure(s) submitted on Yea r Month Day 

page(s) of the specification, claim(s) , and figure(s) ^submitted on Year Month Day 

5, OThis notification was made without undergoing search. 
^ This notification was made with undergoing search. 
BpThe following reference document(s) is/arc cited:(the reference numeral(s) thereof will be used in the examination 
' procedure hereafter) 
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6. Concluding comments 
rjn on the specification: 

O The contents of the application are in contrary to Article 5 of the Patent Law and therefore are not patentable. 

□ The contents of the application do not possess the practical applicability as prescribed in Paragraph 4 of Article 5 of 
the Patent Law. 

□ The specification is not in confonnity with the provision of Paragraph 3 of Article 26 of the Patent Law. 

^The presentation of the specification is not in conformity with the provision of Rule 18 of the Implementing 
^ Regulations. 
n( on the claims: 

Claim(s) f I __belong(s) to non-patentable subject matter as prescribed in Article 25 of the Patent law. 

O Claim(s) do(es) not comply with llie definition of a patent as provided in Rule 2 paragraph I 

of the Implementing Regulations, 
ffl Claimfs^ \ • f> do(es) not possess novelty as requested by Article 22 paragraph 2 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) do(cs) not possess inventiveness as requested by Article 22 paragraph 3 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) do(es) not possess practical applicability as requested by Article 22 paragraph 4 of the 

Patent Law. 

□Claim(s) do(es) not comply with the provision of Article 26 paragraph 4 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) do(es) not comply with tlie provision of Article 31 paragraph I of the Patent Law. 

gClaimfs^ do(es) not comply vidth provision of Rules 20 to 23 of the Implementing Regulations. 
Claim(s) do(es) not comply with the provision of Article 9 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) do(es) not comply with the provision of Rule 12 paragraph 1 of the Implementing 

Regulations. 

The detailed analysis for the above concluding comments is presented on the text of this Ofnce Action. 

7. Based on the above concluding comments, the examiner is of the opinion that 

□Tlie applicant should amend the application document(s) in accordance with the requirement as specified in the Office 
Action. 

m The applicant should, in his observation, expound the patentability of the application of the application, amend the 
^ defects pointed out in tlie Office Action; or the application can hardly be approved. 

□ The examined deems that the application lacks substantive features to make it patentable. Therefore, the application will 
be rejected if no convincing reasons are provided to prove its patentability. 

8, The applicant should pay attention to the following matters: 

(1) According to Article 37 of the Patent Law. the applicant is required to submit his observations within Eour 
months upon receipt of this Office Action. If the time limit for making response is not met without any justified 
reason, the application to have been withdraw. 

(2) The amendment(s) made by the applicant must meet the requirements of Article 33 of the Patent Law. The amended 
text should be in duplicate, its format should confonm to the related confinement in the Guidance for Examination. 

(3) The applicant and/or the agent should not go to the Chinese Patent Office to interview the examiner without being 
invited. 

(4) The observation and/of the amended documenl(s) must be mailed of delivered to the Receiving Section of the 
Chinese Patent Office. No legal effect shall apply for any documenl(s) that not mailed to or reached the Receiving 
Section. v. 

9. The text of this Office Action contains ^ p aee(s). and has the following attachmenl(s): 
fVf [ copies of the cited references, all together -^"^ p ages. 

□ 

Examination Dept. No. <^ Examine r ?5^\ Seal of Examination Dept. for business only 

I /:rtU« r\m^.^ A^t^nn ««i<^pn* t rtamiifiH Kvr \\\^ cnf*rifipH cpaI i 



(if the Office Action wasn* t stamped by the specified seal, it has no legal effeci) 
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TEXT OF THE FIRST OFFICE ACTION 

As described in the specification, the present application relates to an apparatus and 
method for processing images. After examination, the opinions are now provided as 
follows: 

(I) 

1. Claim 11 is for a recording medium characterized in that computer readable 
program is recorded thereon. Such storage medium characterized in computer 
program does not belong to the object which can be protected by the Chinese Patent 
Law. Therefore, claim 1 1 falls into the situation that can not be granted a patent right 
as prescribed in Article 25, clause 1, item 2 of the Chinese Patent Law. 

2. Claim! 1 is for an image processing apparatus. Reference 1 (CN1161479A) has 
disclosed an image forming apparatus with detailed technical features as follows 
(refer to paragraph 6, page 1 of the specification of Reference 1 or its family 
application (EP0762731)): said image forming apparatus comprising: means for 
reading the image information of the document; means for storing the image 
information read by said reading means; means for setting image forming conditions 
including the amounts of margins which are formed in end regions of image forming 
mediums when images are, on the image forming mediums, formed from image 
information; means for inputting information of the size of an original document and 
the size of the image forming medium; original document; means for, in accordance 
with image information read by the reading means, forming the images on the image 
forming mediums having the size input by the input means; means for calculating a 
magnification with which image information read by the reading means permitting to 
be formed in a region of the image forming medium except the set margin portion in 
accordance with the amounts of margins, the size information of the image forming 
medium and the size information of the original docxmient when the amounts of 
margins have been set by setting means; and means for converting image information 
read by the reading means in accordance with a result of calculation performed by the 
calculating means to cause the image forming means to form the images on the image 
forming mediums. Thus it can be seen, all the technical features of claim 1 have been 
disclosed in Reference 1 . And claim 1 is the same as Reference 1 in technical field, 
technical problem, technical solution and technical effects. Therefore, claim 1 does 
not comply with the provision of Article 22, clause 2 of the Chinese Patent Law in 
that it does not possess novelty. 

Claim 6 seeks protection for an image processing method. Its technical features 
correspond to the technical features of the apparatus sought for protection in claim 1 
respectively. Due to the same reasons, claim 6 does not comply v/ith the provision of 
Article 22, clause 2 of the Chinese Patent Law m that it does not possess novelty. 
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3. Claim 2 does not comply with the provision of Rule 20, paragraph 1 of the 
Implementing Regulations of the Chinese Patent Law for being unclear. In the 
characterizing portion of claim 2, it is defined that said enlargement/reduction unit 
includes a relocation data calculating unit and an image rotating unit. However, claim 
2 fails to define clearly the location relationship or connection relationship between 
said relocation data calculating unit and the image rotating unit. Therefore, the 
protection scope of claim 2 is not clear. 

(11) 

The specification does not comply with the provisions of Rule 18, paragraphs 1 and 2 
of the Implementing Regulations of the Chinese Patent Law for lacking a heading 
before each part of the specification (technical field, background art, contents of the 
invention, description of figures and mode of carrying out the invention). 

Article 22, clause 2 and Article 25 of the Chinese Patent Law and Rule 20, paragraph 
1 of the Implementing Regulations of the Chinese Patent Law belong to rejection 
provisions of Rule 53 of the Implementing Regulations of the Chinese Patent Law. If 
the applicant can not state sufficient reasons to prove the present application is 
patentable or fails to remove the above defects within the designated time limit, the 
present application v^ll be rejected according to the provision of Article 38 of the 
Chinese Patent Law. If the applicant makes amendments to the independent claims, 
adaptive amendments should be made to the part of contents of the invention in the 
specification corresvondinelv so that the claims may be supported by the specification 
in form. It should be noted that any amendment should not go beyond the initial 
disclosure of the specification and claims. 

Examiner: Yang Shuangyi 
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